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Smart Growth Performance 
Measurement!

11th Annual New Partners for Smart Growth 
Conference!

February 2, 2012!

Moderator:!

Kevin Ramsey, Ph.D.!
U.S. EPA O"ce of Sustainable Communities!

Ramsey.Kevin@epa.gov!



Breakout Session Agenda!

•! Introduction: What is performance measurement? 

!! Kevin Ramsey, EPA Office of Sustainable Communities 

•! Panelists presentations 

!! Jonathan Sage-Martinson, Central Corridor Funders 
Collaborative!

!! Andrew Hume, Las Cruces MPO!

!! Doug Johnson, Metropolitan Transportation Commission!

!! Je" Ang-Olson, ICF International!

•! Moderated discussion 
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What are Smart Growth Performance 
Measures?!

•! Performance measures systematically track 
progress toward specic goals or 
objectives.!

•! Smart growth goals and objectives are 
most commonly associated with outcomes:!

!! Land use and the built environment 

!! Human behavior 

!! Demographics and social equity 

!! Economic trends 

!! Environmental quality 3 



Common Goals of Performance 
Measurement!

•! Evaluate the e!ectiveness of programs or 
policies at promoting desired outcomes"

•! Compare outcomes in di!erent places"

•! Focus attention"

•! Promote transparency and accountability"

•! Support informed decision-making"

•! Communicate the results of actions"
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Types of Performance Measurement!

•! Characterizing baseline conditions!

•! Forecasting scenario outcomes!

•! Performance monitoring!

!! Regional-scale outcomes!

!! Spatial variation in outcomes within region of study!

•! Project performance assessment!
!! Selection criteria for prioritizing investments!
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Example: Characterizing baseline conditions!

From Seattle 
Bike Master Plan, 

2007!



Example: Forecasting scenario outcomes!
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Example: Performance Monitoring !



Example: Project selection criteria!
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KeepSpace Rhode Island Project Selection Tool 



Principle #1 – Expand Transportation Choices!
Develop more convenient reliable, safe and economical  transportation 

alternatives!

Strategies:! Indicators of "
progress:!

Broad 
outcomes:!

Improved 
public health!

Improved air 
quality!

Reduced GHG 
emissions!

Lower HH 
transportation 

Costs!
% of new homes 
“well served” by 

transit!

% of all jobs “well 
served” by transit!

Performance 
measures:!

Transit trips per 
capita!

VMT per capita!

% of commute 
trips made by 

transit!

Expand  high-
quality transit 

service to 
employment 

centers!

Focus new 
residential 

development in 
areas well 
served by 

transit!

Enhanced 
accessibility to 

jobs and 

services!

Example performance measurement framework!
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